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Allen Tapped to lead Youth and Shelter Services, Inc. 

Dr. George Belitsos announces retirement 

Ames, Iowa. Youth and Shelter Services (YSS) announces the selection of Andrew 
Allen as its next Chief Executive Officer. Allen will take over from YSS founding 
CEO, Dr. George Belitsos, on July 1, 2015. Dr. George will become Emeritus CEO 
and work part-time through December 2015 to provide orientation and consultation 
to Andrew.  

YSS serves more than 5,000 children and youth across central Iowa each year with 
direct care services that support prevention and treatment of physical and sexual 
abuse, neglect, emotional and mental problems, runaway and homelessness, pregnant 
and parenting young women, addiction, families experiencing conflict, and more.  

For the past 39 years, Dr. George built YSS from Iowa’s first runaway & homeless 
youth shelter into a comprehensive youth service organization with 21 major 
locations with statewide reach.  YSS recently earned a three-year CARF national 
accreditation for quality programming and Belitsos is considered an innovator in 
youth services, having originated many new program models and collaborative 
efforts with other child welfare agencies. 

Allen is a 14-year veteran of the Principal Financial Group® where he serves as Director of Community Relations.  He 
credits YSS with providing services that saved his life in 1995, and Belitsos subsequently became his greatest mentor and 
advocate.  Allen became the charter youth member on the YSS Board of Directors, and later served on the YSS 
Foundation Board.  He has dedicated the past 20 years to serving YSS as a volunteer, advocate, and fundraiser, serving as 
co-chair of capital campaigns for the YSS Family Life Center and Iowa Homeless Youth Centers and creating Reggie’s 
Sleepout. 

“Andrew is fiercely committed to serving youth and ensuring the continued long-term success of YSS.  His professional 
experience in corporate philanthropy, passion for serving youth, and unique personal background, made him the perfect fit 
for YSS,” said Jim Black, co-chair of the YSS CEO Search Committee.   

After more than five years of succession planning with the YSS team, YSS CEO Search Committee co-chairs, Jim Black 
and Rosa Unal, lead a national search that culminated with the selection of Allen by both the YSS Corporate Board and 
YSS Foundation Board of Trustees. “Andrew will bring great leadership, passion, and vision to YSS. While no one can 
replace Dr. George, we simply couldn’t be any more pleased with the selection of Andrew as the next CEO of Youth & 
Shelter Services,” said Unal.   

“I’m both excited and humbled by this once in a lifetime opportunity to lead a team of committed professionals serving 
our most important asset, our youth. I’m also grateful for my tenure at The Principal®, which provided a great platform 
from which to jump to this new challenge.  I look forward to continuing the many community partnerships forged over the 
past 10 years as I focus my attention directly on Youth and Shelter Services and youth in need,” said Allen. 
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2015. 
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